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to profess Socialism ; or whether a small number
of measures should be adopted as a programme,
freedom to vote and speak outside of these being
left open. The latter was the trade unionist
plan ; the other proposal was made by H. M.
Hyndman's Social Democratic Federation, with
the aim, it is not ungenerous to suppose, of forcing
the hand of Keir Hardie, whom they accused
of not being Socialist enough.
He knew very well that to antagonise the trade
unions would be disastrous. He saw very clearly
that the immediate work in hand was to make a
Labour Party possible. To let either motion
be passed would cause a split in the ranks which
it was essential to keep intact. So he jumped
into the gap between them, asking for a decision
in favour of a distinct and separate Labour group
in Parliament ready to work with any Party for
legislation in the interest of Labour or for the
defeat of legislation which threatened that interest.
This satisfied the trade unionists, who probably
did not grasp what it meant: the action of Labour
members would depend, not on their individual
choice, but on the resolutions of the group. It
was enough also for all Socialists of practical
intelligence, who were confident that Labour
Members would work for Socialism in Parliament
when once they got there. To get them there
was the first task. Keir Hardie's suggestion
aimed at, and, in time, accomplished, this.
He himself held that the year 1902, when a by-
election was fought at Wakefield in Yorkshire,